
 

 

 
January 9, 2025 
 
Governor Gavin Newsom 
1021 O Street, 9th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Senate Pro Tem Monique Limón 
1021 O Street, Suite 8518 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

Assembly Speaker Robert Rivas 
1021 O Street, Suite 8330 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re:​ California Network for Immigrant and Worker Justice Budget Priorities  
 
Dear Governor Newsom, Pro Tem Limón, and Speaker Rivas: 
 
The California Network for Immigrant and Worker Justice (CNIWJ) writes to urge you to protect 
and strengthen California’s essential programs and services for immigrant workers and families 
in the 2026-2027 fiscal year state budget.  
 
California is the world’s fourth-largest economy and relies in large part on immigrant labor. 
California’s undocumented immigrant workers form over six percent of the labor force and 
concentrate in the state’s most essential industries, such as agriculture, food processing, and 
construction. Yet undocumented workers lack access to unemployment benefits and other 
critical services, and are facing increasing threats and economic hardship from the federal 
administration's violent and discriminatory attacks.  
 
The California Network for Immigrant and Worker Justice (formerly the Safety Net for All 
Coalition) is led by organizations that serve and organize with our state’s most excluded 
workers. As such, we are acutely aware of existing gaps in our social safety net—gaps that 
existed before the federal administration started slashing funding for critical programs and gaps 
that were further exacerbated by last year’s state budget.  
 
While we are grateful that there are no further cuts to state programs, we are concerned 
that Governor Newsom’s January budget proposal fails to adequately address the crisis 
being faced by immigrant workers in our state. We call on Governor Newsom and the State 
Legislature to prioritize, rather than sacrifice, our most vulnerable in their time of need. Now is 
the moment for California to lean in on essential programs and services to ensure we weather 
this time in our country as equitably and humanely as possible and protect our state’s position 



 

as a leader in democratic and inclusive prosperity. This means passing a 2026-2027 budget 
that: 
 

●​ Protects safety net programs. In the face of significant threats from economic 
uncertainty and the federal administration’s cuts and attacks, California’s nation-leading 
safety net services are needed more than ever. The state must protect funding for food 
assistance, healthcare, housing assistance, and other critical programs for all 
Californians, regardless of immigration status. This means California must also find ways 
to backfill federal funding gaps as policy and budget changes trickle down and directly 
impact immigrant communities. 
 

●​ Generates additional revenue with progressive options. We are alarmed by recent 
statements from leadership that California will not be able to afford to backfill federal 
funding cuts. We firmly believe that leadership must strengthen California’s budget 
outlook by generating additional general fund revenue to support the safety net and 
other critical programs and avoid further cuts. Revenue solutions should be progressive 
to ensure that wealthy individuals and corporations pay their fair share and that the 
lowest-income among us are not overburdened.  
 

●​ Protects Californians from federal attacks. Unfortunately, the federal administration’s 
attacks on California’s immigrant residents remain ongoing. The economic impact of 
these actions are catastrophic to families and the communities they live in. The Governor 
and Legislature should consider every opportunity to defend and support our state, 
including but not limited to providing direct financial assistance to families losing income 
due to unprecedented and discriminatory activity by immigration enforcement agencies.  

 
The California Network for Immigrant and Worker Justice’s founding priority has been to 
address a glaring gap in the state’s safety net by extending unemployment benefits to all 
workers, regardless of immigration status. While CNIWJ is advocating for a broader range of 
priorities affecting our membership in this year’s budget, we remind our state’s leadership of the 
need to address this reform in the future, to prevent unnecessary hardship, strengthen our 
economy against uncertainty and recessions, and fulfill California’s still-unmet promise of equal 
labor protections for all workers.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Katherine Valenzuela at kbvale@gmail.com if you would like to 
discuss these priorities further. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
California Network for Immigrant and Worker Justice, Coordinating Committee: 
 
Centro Binacional para el Desarrollo Indígena Oaxaqueño 
Garment Worker Center 
Inland Coalition for Immigrant Justice 



 

Inland Empire Immigrant Youth Collective 
Jobs with Justice San Francisco 
Trabajadores Unidos Workers United  
Valley Voices 
Warehouse Worker Resource Center 


